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court may revoke an interlocutory 
order it has issued pursuant to any pro-
vision of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Civil Relief Act of 1940. 

(v) Power of Attorney. Section 701 (50 
U.S.C. App. 591) provides that certain 
powers of attorney executed by a hos-
tage which expire by their terms after 
the person was captured shall be auto-
matically extended for the period of 
captivity. Exceptions are made with re-
spect to powers of attorney which by 
their terms clearly indicate they are to 
expire on the date specified irrespec-
tive of hostage status. (Section 701 ap-
plies to American hostages notwith-
standing paragraph (c) thereof which 
states that it applies only to powers of 
attorney issued during the ‘‘Vietnam 
era’’.)

§ 191.13 Administration of benefits. 
(a) The Assistant Secretary of State 

for Administration will issue certifi-
cations or other documents when re-
quired for purposes of the Civil Relief 
Act. 

(b) The Assistant Secretary of State 
shall whenever possible promptly in-
form the chief legal officer of each 
State in which hostages maintain resi-
dence of all persons determined to be 
hostages eligible for assistance under 
this subpart.

Subpart C—Medical Benefits
§ 191.20 Eligibility for benefits. 

A person designated as a hostage or 
Family Member of a hostage under sub-
part A of this subchapter shall be eligi-
ble for benefits under this subpart.

§ 191.21 Applicable benefits. 
A person eligible for benefits under 

this part shall be eligible for author-
ized medical and health care at U.S. 
Government expense, and for payment 
of other authorized expenses related to 
such care or for obtaining such care for 
any illness or injury which is deter-
mined by the Secretary of State to be 
caused or materially aggravated by the 
hostage situation, to the extent that 
such care may not— 

(a) Be provided or paid for under any 
other Government health or medical 
program, including, but not limited to, 
the programs administered by the Sec-

retary of Defense, the Secretary of 
Labor and the Administrator of Vet-
erans Affairs; or 

(b) Be entitled to reimbursement by 
any private or Government health in-
surance or comparable plan.

§ 191.22 Administration of benefits. 
(a) An eligible person, who desires 

medical or health care under this sub-
part or any person acting on behalf 
thereof, shall submit an application to 
the Office of Medical Services, Depart-
ment of State, Washington, DC 20520 
(hereafter referred to as the ‘‘Office’’). 
The applicant shall supply all relevant 
information, including insurance infor-
mation, requested by the Director of 
the Office. An eligible person may also 
submit claims to the Office for pay-
ment for emergency care when there is 
not time to obtain prior authorization 
as prescribed by this paragraph, and for 
payment for care received prior to or 
ongoing on the effective date of these 
regulations. 

(b) The Office shall evaluate all re-
quests for care and claims for reim-
bursement and determine, on behalf of 
the Secretary of State, whether the 
care in question is authorized under 
§ 191.21 of this subpart. The Office will 
authorize care, or payment for care 
when it determines the criteria of such 
section are met. Authorization shall 
include a determination as to the ne-
cessity and reasonableness of medical 
or health care. 

(c) The Office will refer applicants el-
igible for benefits under other Govern-
ment health programs to the Govern-
ment agency administering those pro-
grams. Any portion of authorized care 
not provided or paid for under another 
Government program will be reim-
bursed under this subpart. 

(d) Eligible persons may obtain au-
thorized care from any licensed facility 
or health care provider of their choice 
approved by the Office. To the extent 
possible, the Office will attempt to ar-
range for authorized care to be pro-
vided in a Government facility at no 
cost to the patient. 

(e) Authorized care provided by a pri-
vate facility or health care provider 
will be paid or reimbursed under this 
subpart to the extent that the Office 
determines that costs do not exceed 
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reasonable and customary charges for 
similar care in the locality. 

(f) All bills for authorized medical or 
health care covered by insurance shall 
be submitted to the patient’s insurance 
carrier for payment prior to submis-
sion to the Office for payment of the 
balance authorized by this part. The 
Office will request the health care pro-
viders to bill the insurance carrier and 
the Department of State for authorized 
care, rather than the patient. 

(g) Eligible persons will be reim-
bursed by the Office for authorized 
travel to obtain an evaluation of their 
claim under paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion and for other authorized travel to 
obtain medical or health care author-
ized by this subpart.

§ 191.23 Disputes. 
Any dispute between the Office and 

eligible persons concerning (a) whether 
medical or health care is required in a 
given case, (b) whether required care is 
incident to the hostage taking, or (c) 
whether the cost for any authorized 
care is reasonable and customary, shall 
be referred to the Medical Director, De-
partment of State and the Foreign 
Service for a determination. If the per-
son bringing the claim is not satisfied 
with the decision of the Medical Direc-
tor, the dispute shall be referred to a 
medical board composed of three physi-
cians, one appointed by the Medical Di-
rector, one by the eligible person and 
the third by the first two members. A 
majority decision by the board shall be 
binding on all parties.

Subpart D—Educational Benefits
§ 191.30 Eligibility for benefits. 

(a) A spouse or unmarried dependent 
child aged 18 or above of a hostage as 
determined under subpart A of this 
subchapter shall be eligible for benefits 
under § 191.31 of this subpart. (Certain 
limitations apply, however, to persons 
eligible for direct assistance through 
other programs of the Veterans Admin-
istration under chapter 35 of title 38, 
United States Code). 

(b) A Principal (see definition in 
§ 191.3) designated as a hostage under 
Subpart A of this subchapter, who in-
tends to change jobs or careers because 
of the hostage experience and who de-

sires additional training for this pur-
pose, shall be eligible for benefits 
under § 191.32 of this part unless such 
person is eligible for comparable bene-
fits under title 38 of the United States 
Code as determined by the Adminis-
trator of the Veterans Administration.

§ 191.31 Applicable family benefits. 

(a) An eligible spouse or child shall 
be paid (by advancement or reimburse-
ment) for expenses incurred for subsist-
ence, tuition, fees, supplies, books, and 
equipment, and other educational ex-
penses, while attending an educational 
or training institution approved in ac-
cordance with procedures established 
by the Veterans Administration, which 
shall be comparable to procedures es-
tablished pursuant to chapters 35 and 
36 of title 38 U.S.C. 

(b) Except as provide in paragraph (c) 
or (d) of this section), payments shall 
be available under this subsection for 
an eligible spouse or child for edu-
cation or training which occurs— 

(1) 90 days after the Principal is 
placed in a captive status, and 

(i) Through the end of any semester 
or quarter which begins before the date 
on which the Principal ceases to be in 
a captive status, or 

(ii) If the educational or training in-
stitution is not operated on a semester 
or quarter system, the earlier of the 
end of any course which began before 
such date or the end of the twelve-week 
period following that date. 

(c) In special circumstances and 
within the limitation of § 191.34, the 
Secretary of State may, under the cri-
teria and procedures set forth in 
§ 191.33, approve payments for edu-
cation or training under this sub-
section which occurs after the date de-
termined under paragraph (b) of this 
section. 

(d) In the event a Principal dies and 
the death is determined by the Sec-
retary of State to be incident to that 
individual being a hostage, payments 
shall be available under this subsection 
for education or training of a spouse or 
child of the Principal which occurs 
after the date of death, up to the max-
imum that may be authorized under 
§ 191.34.
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